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Lung cancer screening:  
an introduction 
The global impact of lung cancer is considerable. In 2020, more than 
2.2 million people were diagnosed with lung cancer.1 It incurs the greatest 
economic burden of all cancers in terms of lives lost, impaired quality of life 
and productivity losses owing to premature mortality.2-4 It also accounts for 
around one fifth of all cancer deaths worldwide (Figure 1) – more than breast 
and colorectal cancers combined.1 The incidence and mortality of lung cancer 
are inequitably distributed across the population, with particular groups at 
an increased risk of developing lung cancer and of a poor prognosis.5 6

Figure 1. The global and regional public health burden of lung cancer1

Data by region reported by the World Health Organization’s Global Cancer Observatory (GLOBOCAN, 2020)
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